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BEN Barnes was chuffed 
to be asked to wear clas-
sic British menswear for 
this Observer fashion 
shoot. “If this is my 
perceived style, that’s 
brilliant. I’m Burberry 
in a park!” After roles in 
Dorian Gray and Easy 
Virtue, and his current 
appearance as Stephen 
Wraysford in the stage 
adaptation of Sebastian 
Faulks’s novel Birdsong, 
it’s a visual shorthand 
that makes sense. And 
was dressing as an Eng-
lish gent enjoyable?

“It was,” he concedes. “I 
don’t do many shoots. You 
can’t, otherwise you get 

too self-conscious. It’s like 
when you go the gym. You 
enjoy the first few times, 
but then start thinking: ‘All 
I do is lift something heavy 
and put it down where I 
found it. I’ve achieved 
nothing.’ Or when you 
think about theatre acting 
as simply shouting in the 
evening… Oh.” He stops. 
“How did I get there?”

He may look like Burb-
erry in a park, but Barnes is 
interestingly introspective. 
This might partly be due to 
the fact he was raised – in 
Wimbledon, south London 
– by a psychotherapist 
mother and a psychiatrist 
father, but, at 29, Barnes’s 

articulate thoughtfulness 
seems to be all his own.

When we meet in a Soho 
bar, he is six weeks into 
the run of Birdsong and, 
he’s quite tired. “This is 
probably the hardest job 
I’ve done because it’s a 
three-hour play and I’m 
barely off the stage,” he 
says. “I’ve got that feeling 
of being drained that you 
get after you cry.”

He’s delighted to be 
back on stage, though.  
“But I was very young 
for my school year and 
when puberty kicked in for 
my classmates I got left 
behind. That’s when I did 
more acting and singing.”

Ben Barnes: the 
prince’s wardrobe

KATE Middleton will be 
following in Diana’s foot-
steps when she marries 
into the Royal Family as 
The Firm’s next potential 
People’s Princess.

But how exactly does 
she compare to the bashful 
royal bride who became 
the world’s most photo-
graphed woman?

Catherine Elizabeth 
Middleton entered the 
public arena in a more as-
sured way than Lady Diana 
Spencer.

Confident and poised, 
observers say she has all 
the appearance of someone 
who has been groomed 
for royal duty, possessing 
a knowing look, secure in 
her knowledge of Wil-
liam’s affections and 
intentions.

Diana, in contrast, 
emerged as ‘Shy Di’

She was demure and 
blushed as she posed for 
her engagement pictures, 
her eyes peering out from 
under her long fringe.

Both came to the na-
tion’s attention in see-
through outfits - but in 
markedly different ways.

Eager to please, Diana 
posed up for the cameras 
at the kindergarten where 
she worked in September 
1980, five months before 

her engagement to the 
Prince of Wales.

But she was oblivi-
ous to the fact she was 
backlit by the sun and 
that her legs could be 
seen through her long 
pale-coloured skirt.

In 2002, Kate strode 
down a catwalk at a 
charity fashion show in 
a transparent dress with 
black knickers and bra 
underneath, in front of 
an audience and future 
beau William.

When one friend once 
remarked she was lucky 
to be with William, Kate 
reportedly quipped: 
‘He’s lucky to be going 
out with me.’

In contrast, in the 
early days of Diana’s re-
lationship with Charles, 
she ventured to say to 
one of his confidants: ‘If 
I am lucky enough to be 
the Princess of Wales....’

She was 19 when 
she became betrothed to 
Charles. Kate, at 28, is 
nine years older than Diana 
was.

Better educated with A 
Levels and a degree in his-
tory of art under her belt, 
Kate is more worldly wise 
and on an equal footing 
with her fiance.

Diana was 13 years 
younger than the Prince 
of Wales, but Kate is five 
months older than William 

and they have already lived 
together at St Andrews.

Her parents are still 
together, sparing her any 
of the anguish suffered by 
Diana, whose own split 
acrimoniously when she 
was only young.

Her non-aristocratic 
background differs from 
the posh Spencer circles of 
Diana - whose sister mar-
ried the Queen’s private 
secretary and whose grand-
mother was a confidant of 

the Queen Mother.
He had been heir to the 

throne since he was three 
years old and was well 
aware it was his duty to 
secure the monarchy’s 
future.

Lord Mountbatten 
advised Charles to find 
a virgin bride and Diana 
seemed ideal.

Kate and William, in 
contrast, are not under the 
same time pressures. Wil-
liam is still only second-in-

line to the throne.
However, Kate has not 

escaped speculation as to 
her traditional suitability as 
an untouched royal bride.

The Spectator magazine 
once commented that she 
‘may still have her V-plates 
intact’.

While Kate is a brunette 
and Diana was blonde, 
both are tall and willowy 
and deemed English Roses.

Both were educated at 
public school where they 
were popular and sporty, 
captaining the hockey team 
and excelling at tennis.

Diana had a warmth and 
openness which attracted 
Charles, something Kate is 
said to possess too.

Their backgrounds were 
clear of potential tabloid 
fodder. Diana appeared 
squeaky clean, as does 
Kate, although she was 
known to moon out of the 

window at boys at board-
ing school.

Both admired their 
men from afar

Diana had a child-
hood crush on Charles 
while Kate had a poster 
of William in her dorm at 
Marlborough College.

Diana, at her first official 
royal event with Charles 
after their engagement in 
March 1981, was pictured 
arriving in her car at 
Goldsmiths Hall wearing a 
plunging strapless evening 
gown.

In December 2006, Kate 
unwittingly flashed a fish-
net clad thigh as she got 
into a car after a night-out 
with William and Harry.

Kate, like Diana, is 
keenly aware of her actions 
in front of the media.

Is this the new 
People’s Princess? 
How confident Kate Middleton compares 
to ‘Shy Di’

EVA Longoria and her hus-
band Tony Parker have 
denied rumours they 
are getting a divorce.

A spokesperson for the 
Desperate Housewives star 
yesterday shot down a report 
that claimed her basketball 
player husband had filed for 
divorce on Monday in Texas.

Celebrity website TMZ, 
who first reported the news, 
have since issued a retraction.

But a source has since told 
respected American magazine 
People that the actress is plan-
ning to file divorce papers of 
her own in the coming days.

Eva and Tony immediately hit 
it off, and he asked Eva and her 
father to join him for dinner.

And according to the 
actress, he had no idea 
that she was famous.

Eva says, ‘He was the last 
person on earth who hadn’t 

seen Desperate Housewives! 
We watched all six in a row.’

And Tony was clearly smit-
ten by the pint-sized brunette.

He said: ‘I really thought 
she was very beautiful inside 
and had a good heart. She’s 
very family oriented, and 
me.. I love my family and my 
friends. She’s the same way.’

FEMALE

IT begins when Victoria, 36, 
enters a lift in which her tux-
edo-wearing 35-year-old hus-
band is waiting. As the doors 
close the pair are shown in a 
series of increasingly risque 
clinches, with Victoria at one 
point apparently topless. At 
the end David, minus bow tie, 
wipes lipstick from his mouth.

They’ve made a fortune 
of over £110million through 
‘Brand Beckham’, and have 
completed countless ventures 
together including various 
adverts such as campaigns 
for Emporio Armani under-
wear and their fragrances.

But this new ad goes fur-
ther than many fans ould have 
imagined. Viewers are shown 
shots of the pair kissing and 
grabbing each other in the 
lift, with both David and Vic-
toria shedding their clothes 
as the advert progresses.

While Victoria appears to 
be naked in one shot that’s 
shown just above her shoul-
ders, at the end of the advert 
David is missing his bow-
tie, with his ruffled hair 
suggests exactly what he 
has been up to in the lift.

Is this the most toe-curl-
ing Beckham advert yet? 
David and Victoria put on 
display in a lift

Rumours fly 
over 
Eva Longoria 
and Tony 
Parker’s 
‘divorce’
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